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The Grove Hotel is a well-
known spot for fine dining 
and a luxurious night’s stay, 

but this summer it is also playing 
host to a pop-up cinema.

Tucked away in The Grove’s 
walled garden, secluded behind 
brick walls and iron gates, is the 
hotel’s pop-up cinema, organised in 
partnership with cinema specialist 
Everyman. Throughout the entire 
month of  August, hotel residents 
and restaurant guests will be able to 
enjoy a variety of  popular films, 
including Beauty & The Beast, 
Matilda, Black Panther, La La Land, 
The Greatest Showman, Dirty 
Dancing, Back to the Future, and 
many more.

When we walk into the garden, 
there is a woman in chef ’s whites 
picking ingredients to be used in the 
hotel’s restaurants from the plots in 
the corner. There are fairy lights 
strung from the trees and a live 
band playing gentle jazz. It’s 
wonderfully atmospheric, and 
though there are plenty of  children 
in the audience, it’s the adults 
walking around with a look of  
wonder and excitement on their 
faces.

A magical evening at The Grove’s pop-up cinema
Of  course, that might have 

something to do with the mini 
bottles of  Prosecco available to buy 
from the wooden bar. They also sell 
vodka slushies, soft drinks, popcorn 
and old-fashioned sweets in striped 
paper bags.

You also pick up your headphones 
from the bar - a nice touch, as each 
member of  the audience can adjust 
the volume to their own preference. 
Plus, if  you start to feel a bit chilly, 
there are blankets available to wrap 
yourself  up in.

We were here to see that classic 
Spielberg film, E.T. Munching on 
rhubarb and custard sweets, and 
leaning back in our astoundingly 
comfortable bean bags with the sky 
stretched wide above us as the sun 
began to set, it was a truly magical 
evening.

The Grove’s pop-up cinema will run 
from Thursday, August 1, to 
Saturday, August 31. Inclusive 
overnight hotel packages invite 
guests to experience the cinema at 
their leisure, with packages also 
available for guests dining at The 
Glasshouse or The Stables. 

For more information about The 
Grove, visit www.thegrove.co.uk or 
call 01923 296010.
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I
n 1984, Bruce Springsteen 
raged against his sense of
isolation and alienation in 
the lyrics to Dancing In The 
Dark.

Blinded By The Light harnesses 
that raw energy as a toe-tapping 
soundtrack to one downtrodden 
British Pakistani teenager’s self-
awakening beneath the bright 
lights of 1980s Luton.

Adapted from Sarfraz Mansoor’s 
memoir Greetings From Bury Park, 
director Gurinder Chadha’s 
uplifting coming-of-age comedy is 
composed to familiar emotional 
beats including an exuberant sprint 
through town to the insistent 
thrum of Born To Run.

It’s uplifting fare with a killer 
soundtrack of Springsteen’s 
greatest hits, which provides a 

FILM REVIEW
BLINDED BY THE LIGHT

(12A)
117 MINS

★★★

brisk tempo to the war of words 
between the teenage protagonist 
and his father.

At a time when far-right politics 
seem to be striking a chord across 
Europe with disenfranchised 
voters, the intolerance and division 
projected through Chadha’s lens is 
uncomfortably relevant.

Sixteen-year-old Javed (Viveik 
Kalra) enters sixth form with a 
mounting sense of dread.

He indulges his love of music by 
penning lyrics for best friend and 

neighbour Matt (Dean-Charles 
Chapman), who is in a band.

However, any dreams of writing 
full-time, which are fanned by 
teacher Ms Clay (Hayley Atwell), 
must be extinguished to be a dutiful 
son to his seamstress mother Noor 
(Meera Ganatra), and father Malik 
(Kulvinder Ghir), who works on the 
production line of the local 
Vauxhall car plant.

When Malik is unexpectedly 
made redundant, tensions within 
the family home explode and the 

pressure intensifies on Javed to 
marry and settle down when what 
he really wants to do is “kiss a girl 
and get out of this dump”.

Classmate Eliza (Nell Williams) 
allows Javed to fulfil the first part 
of that dream but an escape from 
Luton seems frustratingly out of
reach until fellow sixth former 
Roops (Aaron Phagura) loans Javed 
his Springsteen cassettes.

The lyrics inspire the teenager to 
challenge his father’s authority: “I 
don’t want to be your son. I want to 
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be more than that!”
Blinded By The Light is a return 

to crowd-pleasing form for Chadha 
with strong performances and 
earthy humour complementing her 
unabashed affection for the 
characters.

Kalra is an endearing misfit, who 
feels a deep connection to 
Springsteen’s lyrics, and the 
romantic subplot with Williams 
simmers gently.

The film sparks with energy and 
nostalgic period detail.

By Kelly Pells
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